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Creator’s game
lacrosse weekend
sept 27 - Oct 1, 2017

*Drawing/IMage from THE ART OF LAX by vincent ricasio





  
   

    
   

   
    

    
  

  
  

       
     

    
  

 
    

   
  
    

  
 

   
     

      
    

  
     

  
    

     
    
      
    

         
    

  

  
     

       
   

      
  

  
 

    
  
      

  
   

     
  

   
 

 
 

 
   

    
    

    
     

    
     

    
    

    
   

    
     

   

       
      
    

     
  

    

Deyhontsigwa’es/Lacrosse: The Creator’s Game. 
by Kent Lyons 

The original game of lacrosse is sacred to the 
Haudenosaunee and is known to the Onondaga as 
Deyhontsigwa’es, translated as “they bump hips”The 
original game was given as a gift from the Creator 
exclusively to the male population for healing and the 
proper applications of mid, body and spirit.The game is 
designed and played indirect
patronage to honor his will, which is 
always for the benefit of all 
creation.The traditional game was,
and still is, played on an open field
with a configuration of wood
fashioned to represent a “goal area.” 
Two opposing groups record points 
by reaching the goal areas as they 
pass a ball utilizing netted sticks.The 
first recordings of this ancient game 
were by French missionaries, who 
mischaracterized what they saw. In
fact, the two constants that define 
the game for all of its participants 
and observers are the use of a 

The game mirrors life, traditional life. Its teachings are 
directly from the Creator and his gift of lacrosse is, in
essence, a code of conduct and strategy designed for all of
life’s various situations. It is revered by the Haudenosaunee 
and handed down from generation to generation as a
game of discipline & honor. 

It is said that every time we step 
onto the field, there is a parallel 
game in the sky world. As 
players of this sacred game, our 
final journey home begins with 
an entrance into the Creator’s 
game. 

The misrepresentations of a native 
history written by non-natives has from 
the beginning distorted the most sacred
and honorable game of Haudenosaunee 
men and nations.When a person sees 
something totally foreign, he will naturally 
apply his own frame of reference based
on his own time and experience.Thus, 
early history writers could only liken
what they saw in the game as “war-like.”
This original misconception has 
continually portrayed the game as “the 
little brother of war.” 

woven or netted stick to catch, propel, and/or carry the 
ball through a defined space. and the rule forbidding the 
clutching of the ball with you hands. 

The Haudenosaunee historically played, and continue to 
play, games within their own communities, giving thanks for 
the continuance of the game and for the ceremonial 
healing power associated with the Creator’s will, as well as 
for the pure enjoyment of its inherent vigor and tests of
stamina, strength and intellectual prowess. From the 
moment a boy is able to hold the stick and comprehend
the game, he is taught respect.The power of the game is 
sacred and it demands purity of mind and spirit.The lack of
any of these three components, it is believed, weakens the 
man and presents the opportunity for failure. 

The intensity of the game for the 
Haudenosaunee is simple and is understood in this 
manner: the passion that encompasses and defines the 
male spirit is inherent and indivisible to the game, as the 
Creator had originally intended.Without the disciplines of
dignity and honor, violence results, and brings disgrace on
your Nation, people, and teachers. Deyhontsigwa’es is “the 
Creator’s game,” and it is truly believed that he knows 
every player’s mind and disposition.Therefore, lacrosse 
players are bound to play with the utmost respect for 
themselves and their opponents, mindful to avoid anger, 
vanity and brutality, paying respectful homage to the 
winners, as the outcome is the Creator’s will. Amidst a
peaceful people playing for the honor of Nation, clan and
their Creator, all concepts of war would by far removed. 
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Logo by 

Sandra Bigtree 

NYA WEÑHA SKÄ NOÑH  
Thank you for being well; a wellness that depends on proper 

relationships with each other and the natural world 
The Indigenous Values Initiative is dedicated to articulating, disseminating and promoting values expressed by the leadership 
of the Onondaga Nation, the Central Fire (Capitol) of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy: comprising the Seneca,Tuscarora;, 
Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, & Mohawk Nations. Haudenosaunee means “People of the Longhouse.” Jesuits named them 
“Iroquois”—a derogatory reference. The Haudenosaunee are the only Pre-Colonial, Pre-Contact Indigenous clan 
government recognized by the United States, and the United Nations.They rejected U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs system.The 
Peacemaker came to Onondaga Lake over 1,000 years ago with instructions to create a matrilineal clan system of 
governance, which fosters a strong identity to the land and sky. Ceremonies are all based in thanksgivings to the natural 
world. Today, the Haudenosaunee continue to spread this message through the metaphorical white roots of peace that 
spreads to the four directions.This message is especially pertinent today; we all face the acceleration of climatic changes. It is 
urgent that human beings become re-engaged to the Earth—our life sustainer. Indigenous value systems can best reorient 
us to the natural rhythms of reciprocity that promotes wellness. The Haudenosaunee understand the urgent need to 
collaborate with the natural world, individuals, communities, institutions, businesses, and governments to quickly help 
disseminate and promote these ancient and enduring values of Indigenous traditions to the world. The Indigenous Values 
Initiative (501c) raises funds to support these collaborative educational projects through; conferences, classes, exhibitions, 
publications, speakers, and expositions, etc. 

Our logo explained from Eagle’s View…The Tree represents The Great Law of Peace of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois) Confederacy of Five Nations: Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga & Seneca (Tuscarora joined 18C). This union 
is reflected in the five needle clusters on the White Pine, which was planted over 1,000 years ago by the Peacemaker at 
Onondaga Lake. This Great Tree of Peace influenced Western Democracy, Women’s Rights, Deyhontsigwa’ehs (lacrosse), 
Sustainable Agriculture, Indigenous Sovereign Recognition, etc. Today, its White Roots continue to spread to the four 
directions. 
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  Logo by 
Tracy Thomas 

The Creator’s Game  
Haudenosaunee Origins at Sacred Onondaga Lake 

The inaugural Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick Festival was held at Onondaga Lake in 2013.The games had previously been 
played exclusively on Haudenosaunee Nation territories, but in 2013, Randy Hall asked Philip Arnold and Sandy Bigtree for 
help in bringing the game back to Onondaga Lake--its place of origin— where the Peacemaker arrived well over 1,000 
years ago bringing peace to five warring nations. Deyhontsigwa’ehs, the Creator’s Game, was an integral part of this 
process. This ancient game is still played ceremonially among the Haudenosaunee. It is played hard, but always played to 
foster good relationships between human beings and the natural world. 

Since 2007,The Indigenous Values Initiative, Inc. (501c3) has worked in collaboration with the Onondaga Nation, to 
help bring their message of peace to the world, and to also help to re-establish a strong Haudenosaunee presence with 
their sacred lake—a lake that has suffered insurmountable industrial chemical pollution, once the connection to the lake was 
severed. In 2013, because of this collaborative work, IVI’s President and SU Chair of Religion Philip Arnold, was asked to 
serve as the Founding Director of a new venture to repurpose Sainte Marie Among the Iroquois, a museum that 
commemorated a fortified Jesuit mission site that only existed from 1656-1658 because they failed to colonize Onondaga. It 
was long over due to create a Haudenosaunee Educational Center and share this influential and rich legacy with the world. 
Skä•noñh: the Great Law of Peace Center opened in 2015. The success of Skä•noñh is wholly contingent on it being a 
collaboration with the Onondaga Nation in telling their story about the founding of the Great Law of Peace at Onondaga 
Lake.This is not only a rich and complex story that involves lacrosse, but it extends much deeper to explain the Indigenous 
Roots that underlie the American Identity celebrated in the United States today. 

SKÄ•NOÑH
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The Haudensaunee 
Influence on the 
Founding Fathers 

The Founding Fathers often consulted with visiting Haudenosaunee delegates in Philadelphia to learn of their 
Confederacy and Union of Nations under the principles of the Great Law of Peace that were founded at 
Onondaga Lake. On one occasion, Chief Canassatego demonstrated how easily a single arrow could break, yet 
when five arrows were bound together, they became unbreakable. His speech was documented and his visual 
demonstration with arrows was incorporated into the Presidential Seal, the back of the $1 bill, and most 
recently on a US Minted Commemorative Coin (see above).These discussions were encouraged, for the second 
floor of Independence Hall was set aside to provide accommodation for visiting Haudenosaunee delegates.The 
Founding Fathers implemented many Haudenosaunee concepts into the Articles of Confederation, most 
significantly the separation of powers in three branches of government: the congressional, the judicial, and the 
executive. It was becoming apparent that a federal power should oversee the thirteen individual states to assure 
a more perfect union. In creating international treaties with Indigenous Nations, the Articles defined the Federal 
Government as the sovereign not individual states. This was codified in the Constitution that treaties are the 
Supreme Law of the Land. In 1923, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy decided for the first time to issue their 
own passports, which were immediately accepted throughout the world. The following year, however, in 1924, 
the United States bestowed full citizenship on all “Indians” in the continental US.This Act clearly jeopardized the 
treaty agreements in that they violated the sovereign-to-sovereign status laid out in the Constitution. A 
Haudenosaunee delegation immediately travelled to Washington, DC, to reject the “Citizenship Act,” expressing 
how it could be perceived as an act of war by violating their sovereignty. 

Today, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy continues their struggle to protect their sovereignty. The 
Iroquois Nationals continue this struggle by traveling on Haudenosaunee passports, as do Haudenosaunee 
citizens. American Democracy is unique in the world today, because of it was and is inspired by Haudenosaunee 
principles that are still rooted in the soil that sustains the Great Tree/Law of Peace. 
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_______________________ 

________________________ 

100TH CONGRESS 
     2D SESSION 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OCTOBER 5 (Legislative day, SEPTEMBER 26), 1988 

Received and referred to the Select Committee on Indian Affairs 
OCTOBER 21 (legislative day, OCTOBER 18), 1988 

Committee discharged 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
To acknowledge the contribution of the Iroquois Confederacy 
of Nations to the development of United States Constitution 
and to reaffirm the continuing government-to-government 
relationship between Indian tribes and the United States 
established in the Constitution. 

Whereas, the original framers of the Constitution, including, 
most notably, George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, 
are known to have greatly admired the concepts of the Six 
Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy; 

Whereas, the confederation of the original Thirteen Colonies 
into one republic was influenced by the political system 
developed by the Iroquois Confederacy as were many of the 
democratic principles which were incorporated into the 
Constitution itself; and 

Whereas, since the formation of the United States, the 
Congress has recognized the sovereign status of Indian tribes
and has, through the exercise of powers reserved to the 
Federal Government in the Commerce Clause of the 
Constitution (art. I, s.2, cl. 3), dealt with Indian tribes on a 
government-to-government basis and has, through the treaty 
clause (art. II, s.2, cl. 2) entered into three hundred and 
seventy treaties with Indian tribal Nations; 

Whereas, from the first treaty entered into with an Indian 
Nation, the treaty with the Delaware Indians of September 17, 
1778, the Congress has assumed a trust responsibility and 
obligation to Indian tribes and their members; 

Whereas, this trust responsibility calls for Congress to 
“exercise the utmost good faith in dealings with Indians” as 
provided for in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, (1 Stat. 50); 

Whereas, the judicial system of the United States has 
consistently recognized and reaffirmed this special 
relationship: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 
concurring), That --

(1) the Congress, on the occasion of the two hundredth 
anniversary of the signing of the United States Constitution, 
acknowledges the contribution made by the Iroquois 
Confederacy and other Indian Nations to the formation and 
development of the United States; 

(2) the Congress also hereby reaffirms the constitutionally 
recognized government--to-government relationship with 
Indian tribes which has been the corner-stone of this Nation’s 
official Indian policy; 

[…] 

(4) the Congress also acknowledges the need to exercise 
the utmost good faith in upholding its treaties with the 
various tribes [sic], as the tribes [sic] understood them to be, 
and the duty of a great Nation to uphold its legal and moral 
obligations for the benefit of all of its citizens so that they and
their posterity may also continue to enjoy the rights they have 
enshrined in the United States Constitution for time 
immemorial. 

Passed the House of Representative 
October 4, 1988. 

Attest: DONNALD K. ANDERSON, 
Clerk.	 

HCON 331 CDS 
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Alf Jacques: Wooden Stick Maker   
of the Onondaga Nation

By Chloe Gersten, (BA ’14) 

left-right: Phil Arnold,Alf Jacques, Percy Adams 

Traditionally, Onondaga boys 
receive their first wooden lacrosse 
stick when they’re born. The tiny 
fingers manage to find the hand-
carved stick in their crib and 
naturally grasp the handle. From 
this moment on, the stick becomes 
a part of that man’s life—a gift 
from the Creator. 

For Alf Jacques, Onondaga 
Turtle Clan, lacrosse is a central 
part of life. He started playing 
when he was 12-years-old, started 
making wooden sticks with his 
father at 13, and went on to coach 
and manage teams. His father’s 
lacrosse stick sat in the corner of 
their home when it wasn’t firmly in 
his hand on the field. “Everyone 
plays lacrosse—it’s in the family, it’s 
in the blood; it’s part of the culture, 
it’s part of the religion,” Alf says. 

Known as the Creator’s 
game, lacrosse is played as a 
religious ceremony to give thanks 
to the Creator. “We still play our 
traditional game, our way,” Alf says. 
The traditional game of lacrosse is 
played outside, with wooden sticks,
and without pads or helmets.There 
are no referees, no penalties, and 

no out-of-bounds. The play does 
not stop until someone scores and 
then the ball is reset in the middle 
of the field. 

“When you’re p lay ing 
lacrosse, you’re actually giving 
thanks to the Creator for the stick 
and for everything else,” Alf says. 
“You play the game as hard as you 
can but without anger or revenge. 
It’s about going out there and 
showing the Creator what you 
got.” 

From the field, to the 
players, to the stick, everything 
about lacrosse is connected to 
nature and the Creator. “You thank 
the Creator for the earth, the sun, 
the air—everything that made the 
tree and the stick,” Alf says. “You 
thank the Creator for your ability, 
your strength, and your health.” A 
cornerstone to Onondaga culture, 
lacrosse and its meaning has been 
preser ved and passed down 
through generations.

The Creator’s game was 
always something Alf shared with 
his father. At the height of their 
business, the two men made close 
to 12,000 sticks in a year. In the 
early 1970s, plastic sticks were 

introduced to the game and took 
about 90 percent of their business.
Even though the mass production 
of plastic sticks took hold of the 
lacrosse market, Alf and his father 
continued to make traditional,
wooden sticks. Alf went on to play 
goalie in a professional box 
lacrosse league but feels a deeper 
connection to the Creator as a 
stick maker than he did as a player.
Each lacrosse stick houses the spirit
of the tree from which it was 
made. “That spirit is transferred to 
the player through the stick.”

Onondaga men are buried 
with their lacrosse stick to continue 
playing the Creator’s game in the 
spirit world with their ancestors. “I 
feel I’m doing much more right 
now for the game by continuing 
making wooden sticks,” Alf says, 
who’s been making wooden sticks 
for over 50 years now. “This is 
what I’ve dedicated my life to do: 
making a good lacrosse stick, the 
traditional way.” Alf may have 
grabbed onto the stick when he 
was a young boy but it’s the 
wooden stick that hasn’t let him go 
since. 
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Deyhontsigwa'ehs (They Bump Hips): 
Lacrosse of the Onondaga Nation

By Philip P. Arnold* 

It’s hard to imagine Central New York 
today without the game of Lacrosse. 
Athletes, schools and colleges from 
this area have benefited from the fact 
that the game of Deyhontsigwa'eh 
(They Bump Hips) has been played 
here, in Onondaga Nation Territory, 
since time immemorial. 

Over 1,000 years ago, at 
Onondaga Lake, the original five 
warring nations came together under 
the “Great Law of Peace,” to establish 
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, or 
“People of the Longhouse.” The 
Onondaga Nation, south of Syracuse, 
i s t he “Cen t r a l F i r e ” o f t he 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy. From 
Albany to Niagara Falls they are 
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, 
Tuscarora (joined in 1700s) and 
Seneca. It was here at Onondaga Lake 
that Deyhontsigwa’eh became an 
integral part of that peace process. 
The Great Law of Peace is an ancient 
governmental and ceremonial process 
that has kept “burning” at the 
Onondaga Nation for millennia. It 
influenced the Founding Fathers of the 
United States, and the Founding 
Mothers of the Women’s Movement, 
etc. 

The Onondaga also refer to 
Deyhontsigwa’eh as the “Creator’s 
Game,” and the “Medicine Game.” It is 
sometimes played ceremonially, for 
healing because if played correctly, it 
c a n u p l i f t p e o p l e ’ s s p i r i t s . 
Deyhontsigwa’eh is simultaneously
played in the Sky World to the delight 
of all departed souls. According to the 
Haudenosaunee, it is a gift of the 
Creator and played for his enjoyment 
—it’s played hard, with heart, and with 

gratitude. In turn, we should view the 
g a m e a s a g i f t f r o m t h e 
Haudenosaunee. If played properly, it 
has the ability to heal human beings as 
well as the natural world. The game is 
about the reciprocity of all our gifts, 
which we are to share with respect 
and gratitude.

Wr i t i n g t o h i s F r en ch 
benefactors in 1636, Jesuit missionary 
Jean de Brébeuf witnessed the game 
and found it too closely tied with non-
Christian religious ceremony. He 
realized he could more effectively
convert the Haudenosaunee if he 
could take control of the game. He 
named it “lacrosse,” because the 
“racket” resembled a Bishop’s crozier. 
He described the game in the 
Christian context of it being a battle 
between good and evil, which led to 
the misunderstanding that the game 
represents war.

One hundred years later, 
white Canadians began to play the 
game. They created their own rules, 
modified the stick, and used the game 
to establish their uniquely North 
American identity. Not until 1843 was 
the first game played between a white 
team and a Mohawk team. The 
deerskin ball was soon replaced with a
hard rubber ball. By the time George 
Beers created the first rulebook in 
1868 reporters started to referring to 
it as Canada’s national game. 

At Syr acuse Un iver s i t y, 
students have been transformed into 
better athletes, fans, and citizens of 
Central New York by learning about 
the profound connection to the 
H a u d e n o s a u n e e o r i g i n s o f 
Deyhontsigwa’eh at Onondaga Lake. 

There is no other place in the country 
that has such a vital link to its origin. 
How fortunate we are to live in the 
heartland where the game originated 
and where its spirit has been kept 
alive. 

Deyhontsigwa’eh has had a 
positive impact on Syracuse University, 
and all the other great coaches, 
players, fans and lovers of lacrosse 
whom have moved on from Central 
New York. Since 1931, Coaches 
Simmons (Sr. and Jr.) and Coach 
Desko have demonstrated great 
respect for the game by continuing 
this long connection with the 
O n o n d a g a N a t i o n a n d t h e 
Haudenosaunee. 

❖ 

*Professor Philip Arnold is Chair of the 
Religion Department, President of the 
Indigenous Values Initiative (501c3), and the 
Founding Director of Skä·noñh—the Great 
Law of Peace Center. He led the repurposing 
of a former 17thC Jesuit mission site called 
“Sainte Marie Among the Iroquois,” which 
stood for 20 months in 1656 at Onondaga 
Lake. It was time to switch the story from 
one o f c onque s t , t o t h e an c i e n t 
Haudenosaunee story of peace….a peace 
the influenced American Democracy, the 
Women’s Rights Movement, & the game we 
have come to love: LACROSSE. 
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LACROSSE IS A   
FAMILY AFFAIR 

By Lyle Thompson 
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For the Thompson brothers, lacrosse is a 
family affair.When the Georgia Swarm won the 
National Lacrosse League championship this year, it 
was my assist to my brother Miles that let him net the 
winning goal in overtime. Our brother Jerome is on 
our team.We opened the season last December 
against the Saskatchewan Rush, where our oldest 
brother Jeremy plays.

But there is a bigger family we play for – the 
Onondaga Nation, part of what you call the Iroquois 
and we call the Six Nation Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy. 

For us, lacrosse is more than a game. It is an 
integral part of our identity as indigenous peoples. It 
has been passed along to us from forebearers dating 
back a thousand years.We are dedicated to passing it 
along to generations yet to come. 

My oldest brothers were on the 2010 Iroquois 
Nationals team – the only indigenous team that 
competes in international competitions – that was 
barred from playing in the world championships in 
Manchester, England, because the British government 
would not allow us entry using the Haudenosaunee 
passports that our elders have travel the world on for 
100 years.

The British wanted us to use either American 
or Canadian passports, as our land straddles the 
border between those two countries in NewYork and 
Quebec. But that is not our border. It did not exist for 
the thousands of years we lived here before the first 
Europeans arrived in the 17th century. 

As athletes, we live to be on the field, but my 
brothers and others on that team understood that 
some things are more important than the game. I was 
too young for the team then, but I understand more 
and more why they stood firm.The passport dispute 
went to the heart of our constant struggle to maintain 
our sovereign identity, recognized by the United 
States in treaties, including the 1794 Treaty of 
Canandaigua signed for the new American 
government by George Washington.

Lacrosse for us is the Creator’s Game.The 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy of the Mohawk, Oneida, 
Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora Nations – 
which was a model for Benjamin Franklin in planning 
the United States’ federal governing structure – was 
founded 1,000 years ago on the shores of Onondaga 
Lake when the Great Peacemaker came to unite our 
warring nations. 

Lacrosse – what we call in the Onondaga 
language Deyhontsigwa'ehs (pronounced day-hone-
CHEE-gwa ehs, meaning “they bump hips”) – was part 
of that coming together a millennium ago. It is why to 
this day, a tiny lacrosse stick is put in the cradle of 
newborn boys.

For us, it is a medicine game, with the 
community coming together to play special games to 
send healing energy to the sick, or each spring to 
mark the rebirth of the Earth. Games draw players 
from three to eighty.We have regular intramural 
games among nations’ elders, which provide bragging 
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rights and enhance the sense of solidarity we must 
maintain to hold our place in the broader world. 

We are taught to play with a clear mind, a lot 
of heart and hard work in those medicine games. It is 
not about scoring goals, getting assists or winning, but 
about playing hard and having a positive attitude. 

We heard a lot of racial slurs growing up but 
my father led by example. He taught us never to get 
mad on the field. If we did, we were sat down and 
talked to.And our religion teaches you must be sober 
to take part in sacred ceremonies, whether in the 
longhouse – the ceremonial center of our community 
– or on the lacrosse field. 

As the youngest of four lacrosse-playing 
brothers, you can imagine that some of my toughest 
games were in our backyard, and I had the bruises to 
prove it. Older brothers Jeremy and Jerome were 
highly-recruited and two of the best ever to come out 
of the reservation.The recognition of their talent 
placed targets on my and Miles’ backs, motivating us 
to try and get better.

It’s a physical game, and I always want to feel 
the hit. It hurts a little, but running across the field, 
being able to take those hits and keep going, sets the 
tempo. It’s a complex game, with a lot of technique – a 
stick in your hand, the need for accuracy, someone all 
over your arms trying to cross check you. It’s the 
mental toughness that brings you to the next level. 
And all that comes with repetition, and with passion 
for the game.

That is what we want to pass on to the 
hundreds of indigenous youngsters from across North 
America we expect starting September 28th on our 
land near Syracuse, NewYork, for a weekend of 
lessons in lacrosse and in life.There is the 
Haudenosaunee Wooden Stick Festival and our own 
Thompson Brothers N7 Camp for Native American 
kids, and games involving 21 teams from five countries 
– the US, Canada, Czech Republic, Israel and the 
Haudenosaunee – at the Tsha’ Thoñ’nhes field house 
on Onondaga land. It concludes October 1st at the 
Syracuse Carrier Dome with scrimmages among the 
Israelis, Iroquois Nationals and the Syracuse 
University teams.

Many of the youths, raised on reservations 
where a form of ball and stick games has long been 
played, face the same kind of social pressures – 
poverty, alcohol and drug abuse, inadequate education, 
obesity – that we face on the Onondaga reservation. 

I know because my oldest brothers faced 
some of those pressures, and through their example 
and persistent pressuring of us, Miles and I were able 
to avoid them. 

Lacrosse is not a panacea, but a tool to guide 
them towards a more productive life. For those with 
the best talent and drive, the game can open a door 
to a college education they might not otherwise be 
able to afford. For the Haudenosaunee, for all Native 
American communities, it is the medicine that draws 
us together and links our history to our 
current struggles.

It’s more than a game. 

https://eighty.We
https://years.We


     

   
  

      
     

     

 

  
     

       
   

      
      

 

     
     
    

         
      

 

    
    

       
      

    

 

      
     

   
      

  

 

     
   

      
     

   
      

 

 

   
 

       
      

   
      

     
     

  
        

       
       

      
   

    

       
       
      

   
       

   
    

        
       

       
        

    

        
       

      
       

    
    

 
        

       
     
       

       
  

    

Thanksgiving Address: 

Greeting to the Natural World-Words That Come Before All Else 
Translation by John Stokes and Kanawahienton (David Benedict) 

The People 
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life 

  

continue.We have been given the duty to live in balance 
and harmony with each other and all living things. So 
now, we bring our minds together as one as we give 
greetings and thanks to each other as People. 

Now our minds are one. 

  

The Earth Mother 
We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she 
gives us all that we need for life. She supports our feet as 
we walk about upon her. It gives us joy that she 
continues to care for us as she has from the beginning of 
time.To our Mother, we send greetings and thanks. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Waters 

Translation by Erella Brown Sofer and Dana Lloyd
 אדםה ניב

 .שךנמ יםיהח עגלשמ יםנוכח ונוא יוםה התכנסנו
 ןוזיוא יהבהרמונ יותלח תויביוחמה ינועל תלוטמ
 ינועצמ ןילב ינוינב

 םיכרמבו אחת העבד םיכדולמ ,יכךפל .חי כל ועם
 .ושאנ ינכב אלה את אלה אנו

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 דמהא אמא
 תפקסמ יאהש על המאד מאלא הודתריסיא כולנו
 ינורגל את יאהתשאונ .ינוצרכ כל את לנו
 שרא על אנו הווחד ילאמ .יהפנ על וניעדצמב
 המאד מאלא .ימהימ יםיממ לנו נתונה התגדא
 .היודהו ברכה אנו יםלחשו

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 יםהמ
 יםשמרוו על ,לדחהיחברב יםלמ הודתםישאונ אנו
 הם יםמ .יותח לנו םייקנעמווננומאצ את הם
 יםשונ םינפווא םיכרבד אונם את אנו יםירמכ .יםיח

 נהרות ,יםלונח יםליפער ,ברכה-מיוגש יםמ-מפלי—
 לרוח הייודהו ברכה אנו םישאונ אחת העבד .יםימו
 .יםהמ פני על שרא

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 דגהה
 .יםבמ יםשורצה םיגהד לכל דעתנו את אנו יםפנמ
 וליואהםובבט .יםהמ את רהלטו רקמל הונחו הם
 לנו םיצאמנש על אנו םיודמ .פםגוב אותנו יןזלה
 הכרבב הגהד אל עתה אנו יםפונ לכן ,יםללוצ יםמ
 .היודהו

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 ומחצה
 על הפרושה הרעננה יהיהצמח אל אנו יםפונ עתה
 םילגד יםיינע שאינ שרא בכל .םיחברהתושדה פני
 .יםיח צורות הרבה יםללכהמכ םילאפומ יםצמח
 פותולצ תוודהלויחדיםיפסנא אנו אחת העבד
 .םהיתורולד יםצמח יויבר של ידתעל

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 כלאמה ליודגי
 ילוידג על תוודהלו כבדל אנו יםפונ אחת העבד
,רקיהעירז ימהימ יםיממ .גןה מן ונפסשא לכמאה

 םירב .ודרשל םישנלא זרוע יערה ירותפו ,תוינהקט
 אנו .עוצמתם את מהם םייקפמה יםיהח עליב הם
 םישאונולכמאהילוידג כל את ויחדיםיגדמא
 .היודהו ברכה יהםפלכ

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

  

We give thanks to all the Waters of the world for 
quenching our thirst and providing us with strength. 
Water is life.We know its power in many forms— 

waterfalls and rain, mists and streams, rivers and oceans. 
With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the 

spirit of Water. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Fish 

  

We turn our minds to all the Fish life in the water.They 
were instructed to cleanse and purify the water.They 

also give themselves to us as food.We are grateful that 
we can still find pure water. So, we turn now to the Fish 

and send our greetings and thanks. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Plants 

Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life.As far as 
the eye can see, the Plants grow, working many wonders. 
They sustain many life forms.With our minds gathered 

together, we give thanks and look forward to seeing Plant 
life for many generations to come 

Now our minds are one. 

The Food Plants 
With one mind, we turn to honor and thank all the Food 
Plants we harvest from the garden. Since the beginning of 

time, the grains, vegetables, beans and berries have 
helped the people survive. Many other living things draw 
strength from them too.We gather all the Plant Foods 
together as one and send them a greeting and thanks. 

Now our minds are one. 

10 
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The Medicine Herbs 
Now we turn to all the Medicine Herbs of the world. 
From the beginning, they were instructed to take away 
sickness.They are always waiting and ready to heal us. 

We are happy there are still among us those special few 
who remember how to use these plants for healing.With 
one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the Medicines 

and to the keepers of the Medicines. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Animals 
We gather our minds together to send greetings and 

thanks to all the Animal life in the world.They have many 
things to teach us as people.We see them near our 

homes and in the deep forests.We are glad they are still 
here and we hope that it will always be so. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Trees 
We now turn our thoughts to the Trees.The Earth has 
many families of Trees who have their own instructions 

and uses. Some provide us with shelter and shade, others 
with fruit, beauty and other useful things. Many peoples 

of the world use a Tree as a symbol of peace and 
strength.With one mind, we greet and thank the Tree life. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Birds 
We put our minds together as one and thank all the 
Birds who move and fly about over our heads.The 

Creator gave them beautiful songs. Each day they remind 
us to enjoy and appreciate life.The Eagle was chosen to 

be their leader.To all the Birds—from the smallest to the 
largest—we send our joyful greetings and thanks. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Four Winds 
We are all thankful to the powers we know as the Four 
Winds.We hear their voices in the moving air as they 
refresh us and purify the air we breathe.They help to 
bring the change of seasons. From the four directions 

they come, bringing us messages and giving us strength. 
With one mind, we send our greetings and thanks to the 

Four Winds. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Thunderers 
Now we turn to the west where our Grandfathers, the 

Thunder Beings, live.With lightning and thundering 
voices, they bring with them the water that renews life. 
We bring our minds together as one to send greetings 

and thanks to our Grandfathers, the Thunderers. 
Now our minds are one. 

 פאהמר ביעש
 יחברב שרא פארמהישבע אל אנו יםפונ כעת
 יםנכונ .וליח פארל הם ועדונתישראמב .לםהעו
 על אנו םירשומא .זורמ לנו יאהבל ידמת יםומוכנ

 יםזוכרה סגולה יידחי אותם ונרבבק יםימצו ןייעדש
 אחת העבד .פותלתרו אלה םישבעחורקלצדיכ
 .היחפמטלוהואפרלהיודהו ברכה אנו םישאונ

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 יםיחה ליבע
 היודהו ברכה אנו םישאונ ונתעבד ויחדי יםמכונס
 מדלל לתםיכובםירב םירדב .םויקב חי יצור לכל

 וניתילב וברק בם יםפצו אנו .ושאנ בני אותנו
 פה הם רשבא אנו יםזלעו .יערותההעבמוב
 .עדלןכא יויהש יםליחיומ

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 ילנותאה
 הלאמ .תונליהא אל עתה פנותמו וניתושבחמ
 הראוהזן ולכל םירבה יהםינלמ יםבעצ ץרהא
 םירחוא ,צלו מחסה לנו םיפקסמה יש .ושושימ
 םיוארש לםבעו יםהעמ םירב .תועלת או ופיי ,ריפ
 אנו אחת העבד .ועצמה לוםשל סמל ןליבא
 .ןליהא של יותויונח את היודהוהכרבב םיממקד

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 יםיפורהצ
 לכל תוודהל תחכא דעתנו את אנו יםשמ ויחדי
 ראוב .ונישרא עלמ יבסב יםונע יםגהח הכנף עליב
 הן יום יידמ .םינא יםירשב יםפוריהצ את נןח לםעו
 גןינהמ .יםיהח את יךולהער יהנותל לנו ירותזכמ
,יםפןריהצ לכל .םיימששב שרהנ ואהרחנבה
 .היודהו ברכה עונגב אנו םישאונ ,תולוגדכ תונקט

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 יםישמה חותרו בערא
 ערבכא לנו יםהמוכר עהטב ינתילא םיודמ כולנו
 יתםיהמ את אנו יםשומע .יםישמה רוחות

 ונשא ריווהא את תרהמטהו המרעננת הרוח-שבמב
 יעותיומס תושאונ העונות ופיחילב .יםשמנו

 תושאונ ,הן תובא לתב פותכנ ערבמא .הרוחות
 ברכה אנו םישאונ אחת העבד .ועוצמה בשורה

 .יםישמה רוחות ערבלא היודהו
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

 עםהר
,וניתואב-תואב שכןמ ,רבעמל אנו יםפונ עתה
 את רעם תולוובק םירקבב .יתםבהוו יםהרעמ
 יםפונ .יםיהח את םישחדמוםישאונ הם יםיהמ
 .לרעם ,ונינזקלהיודהו ברכה תשאל חדכא אנו

 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ
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The Sun 
We now send greetings and thanks to our eldest Brother, 
the Sun. Each day without fail he travels the sky from east 
to west, bringing the light of a new day. He is the source 
of all the fires of life.With one mind, we send greetings 

and thanks to our Brother, the Sun. 
Now our minds are one. 

Grandmother Moon 
We put our minds together and give thanks to our 

oldest Grandmother, the Moon, who lights the nighttime 
sky. She is the leader of women all over the world, and 
she governs the movement of the ocean tides. By her 

changing face we measure time, and it is the Moon who 
watches over the arrival of children here on Earth.With 

one mind, we send greetings and thanks to our 
Grandmother, the Moon. 
Now our minds are one. 

The Stars 
We give thanks to the Stars who are spread across the 
sky like jewelry.We see them in the night, helping the 
Moon to light the darkness and bringing dew to the 

gardens and growing things.When we travel at night, they 
guide us home.With our minds gathered together as 
one, we send greetings and thanks to all the Stars. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Enlightened Teachers 
We gather our minds to greet and thank the Enlightened 
Teachers who have come to help throughout the ages. 

When we forget how to live in harmony, they remind us 
of the way we were instructed to live as people.With 

one mind, we send greetings and thanks to these caring 
Teachers. 

Now our minds are one. 

The Creator 
Now we turn our thoughts to the Creator, or Great 

Spirit, and send greetings and thanks for all the gifts of 
Creation. Everything we need to live a good life is here 
on this Mother Earth. For all the love that is still around 
us, we gather our minds together as one and send our 
choicest words of greetings and thanks to the Creator. 

Now our minds are one. 

Closing Words 
We have now arrived at the place where we end our 

words. Of all the things we have named, it was not our 
intention to leave anything out. If something was 

forgotten, we leave it to each individual to send such 
greetings and thanks in their own way. 

Now our minds are one. 

,הרוכהב וניתוחלא היודהו ברכה אנו םישאונ כעתהשמש את יאה צולחת יום ימד תולא לאל .השמש על יחהזר יתהאהיאמב ,רבעמל ממזרח יםישמה העבד .בה יםיוהח שהא של םצאומ .שחד שחר .אחותנו לחמה היודהו ברכה אנו םישאונ אחת
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

בנהלה סבתנו ,ונתסב הנלבלתוודהל אנו יםפונ אחת העבד שותנ יגתמנה .ילההל מיבש נגוהות שולחתה פי על .יםהתוודנתב ושפל תוגא על שלתמו ,לםהעו יחההמשג יאההנלבהו ,זמןה מדדנ יהפנ ופיחיל םישאונ אחת העבד .לםהעו אל םילדי של םואב על .הנלבה ,המוהקד להורתנו היודהו ברכה אנו
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

יםכבכוה חן-ינכאב יםזורפהםיכבוכלהודת אנו םישאונ שהםכ ,בהם יםפצו אנו ילותבל .עירקה ואלמל יםומרוו החשכה את ריהאל ירחל יםיעימס יםיליל במסעות .יםגנב הצומח את םיללבט המכונסת ונתעבד .התיהב דרכנו את הם םיוטונמ .עירקהיכבוכ לכל היודהו ברכה םישאונ אנו ויחדי
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

יםאורהנ יםהמור יםלמור תוודהלוךרלב יכד תופסנא ונתושבחמ פני על ,רולדרומד לנו זרוועושב שראםירונאה ,םואתב יותלח צדיכ אנו יםשוכח אם .םירב דורות יותלח יךא לנו יםירזכומךרהד את לנו יםהמור הם .ושאנ ינכב
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

עולם וראב או ,לםעו ראוב כלפי ונתשבחמ את אנו יםפנמ כעת מה כל על היודהו ברכה תשאל ,הנעלה הרוח םמוילק לנו ושרד שרא כל .היארהב לנו היקנעהש שםב .המהאד פני על צאמנםיובט יםיח של יכד םירובח אנו אותנו פתפאו ןייעדשההבהא .ונראולב היודההוהכרהב ירדב יטבמ את לומר
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

כוםיס ילותמ כל את זכרנוה .ונירדב יוםלס יםיעגמ אנו כעת ,בשוגג זה יהה לאה ,שהומ שכחנו םוא ,םירהדב ירדב שכחושנ הללא לומר בכם יםירפצמונוא .וכרבד חדא כל ,היודהו ברכה
 חתא דעהב יםכדמלו אנו עתכ

Thank you to Niawenha for granting 
permission to print 

Tracking Project:Tree of Peace Society 
PO Box 266, Corrales, NM 87048 
artsoflife@thetrackingproject.org 
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Haudenosaunee Wooden 
Stick Schedule 
Thursday,  September 28th 
10 am - Opening:Thanksgiving Address 
10:45 am - Oren Lyons 
11:30 am - Freeman “Bossy” Bucktooth 
12:15 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers & Singers 
1 pm - Thompson Brothers 
2 pm - Alf Jacques 
3 pm - Break/ Possible Speaker 
4 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers and Singers 
5 – 6 pm - Spirit Game: Pride of a Nation: Panel & Movie 

Friday,  September 29th 
10 am  
11 am - Travis Gabriel (lacrosse stick maker)  
12 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers & Singers 
1 pm - Coach John Desko (Syracuse University) 
2 pm - Alfie Jacques 
3 pm - Jeanne Shenandoah 
4 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers & Singers 
5 – 6 pm - Spirit Game: Pride of a Nation: Panel & Movie 

Saturday,  September 30th 
10 am - Ed Shenandoah & Neal Powless; International coaching experiences 
11 am - Ansley Jemison 
12 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers & Singers 
1 pm - Kanentokon Hemlock 
2 pm - Alfie Jacques 
3 pm - “Miss Indian World” Raven Swamp 
4 pm - Haudenosaunee Dancers & Singers 
5 – 6 pm - Spirit Game: Pride of a Nation: Panel & Movie 

Sunday,  October 1st INTERNATIONAL SCRIMMAGE @ SU CARRIER DOME 

11 am Iroquois Nationals vs Team Israel 
12:30 pm Team Israel vs SU 
1:30 pm DANCING & SHORT FILMS 
3 pm SU vs Iroquois Nationals 

DOME TICKETS $10 :|: DOME PARKING $5 
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• Brandon Lazore 

• Buffalo Spirit Herbs 

• Karen Farmer 

• Alicia Cook 

• Joanne Hart 

• Marla Sky 

• Gloria Reyes 

• Tionatakwente Gabriel 

• Fierce Lacrosse 

• Cheryl Shenandoah 

• Grant Jonathan 

Vendors 
• Heather Homer 

• Melissa Sprague–McCann 

• John Thomas 

• Robin Lazore 

• Russ George 

• Debra Doxtator 

• Fierce Lacrosse 

• Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) 

• SUNY ESF 

• Syracuse University Native American and 
Indigenous Studies Program 

• Iroquois Nationals 
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Team Israel Roster 

Name # Position Name # Position 

Fischer, Eric 1 A/G Paparo, Isaac 51 D 

Cherry, Matthew 3 A Pall, Zachary 52 A 

McCormack, Cole 5 M Offit, Joshua 55 M 

Gradinger, Max 6 D Freid, Harrison 56 D 

Bergman,Ted 8 G Better, David 64 D 

Rathauser, Jonathan 10 D Kruter,Andrew 65 D 

Hunter, Ryan 16 A Popeck, Matthew 66 D 

Mahler, Seth 18 M Steinfeld, Nick 68 M 

Tissenbaum, Jeremy 23 M Bock, Isaac 74 A 

Friedman, Chris 26 D Silberlicht, Jacob 77 M 

Hayes, Matt 27 M Schneider, Eric 79 G 

Cantor, Eric 28 D Fishman,Adam 80 M 

Chetner, Jean-Luc 29 M Schuckman, Jake 81 D 

Leventhal, Daniel 32 M Applebaum, Dan 82 M 

Diamond, Justin 37 A Kaufman, Max 84 M 

Flapan, Matt 40 M Kadish, Ian 89 M 

Bergman, Kyle 43 M Rotatori, Bryan 92 M 

Utting, Doug 46 M Karp, Josh 95 D 

Kadish, Lane 47 A Kalish, Evan 97 D 
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Iroquois Nationals 

Name # Position Name # Position 
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Syracuse Orange 

Name # Position Name # Position 
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Autographs 
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DEYHONTSIGWA’EHS: Creator’s Game – Lacrosse Weekend 
 is grateful to our title sponsor:

NIKE LACROSSE 
& 

our presenting sponsor:
UPSTATE MEDICAL CENTER 

Our Sponsors:
Onondaga Nation

American Indian Law Alliance 
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY: 

Chancellor Syverud
Athletic Department

Government & Community Relations
Department of Religion

University College 
Fast Signs 

Onondaga Community College 
Gannon’s Ice Cream 

Colonial Laundry 
COSTCO 

Dream Catcher’s Fund 
Syracuse Tents & Events 

Green Hills Farms 
Wegman’s 
M&T Bank 

Dunkin’ Donuts 

THANK YOU 
VISIT SYRACUSE – Nikita Jankowski 

WSYR 9 Bridge Street – Tim Fox 
WSTM 3 Weekend Today – Laura Hand 

Dinosaur 105.3 FM – Nick Caplan 
Rebel WXTL 105.9 FM – Davd Frisina 

Thompson Brothers Lacrosse 
Lax All Stars North American Invitational 

One Bowl Productions 
Honeysweet Productions Inc. 

“THE GOOD MIND” – Gwendolen Cates  
The Lacrosse Network 

Indigenous Values Initiative is a 501c(3) non-profit educational incorporation est. 2014 that supports Haudenosaunee values as 
expressed in the Great Law of Peace through the collaborative work with the Onondaga Nation and other CNY educational institutions. 
IVI is registered in the state of New York. All donations are tax deductible. 

20Indigenous Values Initiative | indigenousvalues.org ! " @indigenousvalues | #  @indigenousVI 
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Our Presenting Sponsor: 
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Athletic Department Community Relations 
University College Department of Religion 

Indigenous Values Initiative is a 501c(3) non-profit educational incorporation est. 2014 that supports Haudenosaunee values as 
expressed in the Great Law of Peace through the collaborative work with the Onondaga Nation and other CNY educational institutions. 
IVI is registered in the state of New York. All donations are tax deductible. 

21Indigenous Values Initiative | indigenousvalues.org ! " @indigenousvalues | #  @indigenousVI 

https://indigenousvalues.org


   

   

    

   

 

  

    

 

  

 

  

... over 1000 years

ago, when

the Great Law of Peace

was founded at

Onondaga Lake,

five warring nations

came togethercame together

in peace

and played

Deyhontsigwa’ehs

the

Creator’s game
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